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of Vojens Speedway Center

MANY yoars ago Ole Olsen, then speedway
champion of the World, had a vision that on waste
land near his home town of Haderslev he could
create a major anena for his beloved sport.

Anyvone who doubted Olsen’s determination to
overcome all the odds should have recognised
that here was a man accustomed to tuming
dreamis indo reality.

Dizen, the first Danizh nder to win the World
Championship, had already put his country on
speadway's international map but, when people
asked where they could see the sport in his home
nation, the Great Dane was embarrassed,

There was nowhere. So, recalls Olsen, | said to
mysall: “l am bloody well going to build -a track.”

And he did. Along with then partner Aage
sondergaard he persuaded the local councit 1o
provide sama land in Vojens, They formed a club,
shipped in over 1,500 tons of shale from England
and put in a track,

Saye Olsen: "I told the Danish people they were
going to see proper speadway, that we ware going
1o build a track and that the first thing | wanted
was a good surface.”
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om Vojens Speedway Center

For mange ar siden havde Ole Olsen, dengang
verdensmester | speadway, en vision om at bygge
en spesdway arena il sin elskede sport, neenved
sin hjemby Haderslew.

Enhver som tviviede pa Olsens malbevidsthed i at
overga alle odds, burde have indset, at de talte
om manden som er vant til at forvandle dromme til
virkelighed.

Dizen, den farste danske karer, som vandl
verdensmesterskabet, havde allerede anbragt
Darmiark pa verdenskoriet, men nar folk spurgte,
hvor de kunne se sporten | Danmark. matte han
skuffe dem.

Crer var ingen International bane. Derfor sagde
Dizen til sig selv: "Jeg bygger en bana!”

g det gjorde han, | samarbejde med sin
davarende partner, Aage Soendergaard,
overbaviste han Vojens byrad, som ogsa synes om
ideen, og fik et areal stillet til radighad.

Da dannede an klub, sajleds 1.500 tons slagger fra
England til Danmark og byggede en Speedway
bane.

Olsen sagde: "Jeg forklarede folk, at de ville
komme ti at s riglig speedway, at dar ville




DENMARK

In September 1875, soon after winning his second komme an bane, og at det forste jeg ville have var
World crowd at Wembley, a delighted Olsen cut en god og sikker bane."

tha tapes at the $F|Eﬂd Centre. Over 40,000 fans I september 1975, kort efter at have vundet sin
wrned up, ancther 10,000 had to be turned away.  anden VM titel pa Wembley, kiippede en stolt Olsen
It was chaotic in the south of Danmark. There snoren til Vojens Speedway Center, Over 40.000

were queues right out to the motorway 12
kilometres away.

All the top stars of the

“““ Det var kaotisk i

day, including lvan ms .‘““E“E “.h 5“.- Sonderjylland. Koerne strakle
sig ud il motorvejen 12

@[H]w h‘  kilometer vaek. Alle

Mauger, Barry Briggs

ard Egon e vers “\“.E -“‘.

Mauger said at the time:

“What a superb place o
Vojens is. The track | as i o
smooth as anything | :
hava ridden on in the
world. Ole can be really .
proud of what he has i .

achieved here.” b
But that was only the start.
In 1977 Vojens staged its e

first major FIM event, the
Eurcpean Junior Championship Final,
won by Alf Busk.

o |
Center of s

fans ankom, og endnu 10.000
gl matte kore hjem.

topstjerner var der,
derblandt lvan Mauger,
Barry Briggs og Egon
Miller.
_" Mauger sagde: "Sikke en
perfekt bane Vojens er! Jeg
= har aldrig kert pa en bane i
" hele verden, som ar sa
| jarvn. Ole kan virkelig
veere staolt over det, han 1
har opnaet her.”

Dog var dette kun starten pé det hede. | 1877
afviklade Viojens det ferste store FIM lob, the
European Junior Championship Final, som blev

Not everything went well that night. Heavy rain et af At Bk

caused referee Gunter Sorber to abandon the Ikke alt gik som det skulle den aften. Ustandselig
meeting after 12 races and declare Busk the regn tvang dommer Glnter Sorber til at aflyse
winner. lobet og erklzre Alf Busk vinder efter 12 heat,
Olsen recalls: “Rain Olsen mindes: "Regn
was again a problem var igen et problem

when we held the
World Pairs Final at
Vojens in 1979,
After winning the
individual and team
titles the previous
September, | was
very kean to
become the first
rider to hold all
threa World
Championships at the
sama time,"

da vi afviklede
_ WM Par finalen i

individuelie og
hold fitlerna, var
jeg meget benadet
aver at vare den
farste korer med
alle tre titler pa an
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At long last Olsen had found in Hans Niglsen a
waorthy partner for the pairs. But it rained all day in
Vojens and, after several postponements, a
decision was taken to call the meeting off and
restage it the following afternoon.”

The weather improved and the meeting did go
ahead, and there was even a falnftale ending with
Qizen and Mielsen winning the mesating.

Vojens continued to go from strength to strength.
It has always been considered one of the safest
tracks in the world and that
opinion was enhanced when
Cizan installed a superb new
lighting system.

In 1283 the World Team Cup
Final went to Vojens for the
first time and once agaln it
was a home triumph for
Denmark as they regainad
the title they had lost to the
USA the previous year.
There was ancther team
final at Vojens in 1986 with
Denmark again triumphant.

In 1988 -
Vojens m? N L
was - T =
awarded >
the ultimate
accolade
with the FIM
staging the
Wearld Final in
Denmark for
the first time.

"Another
draam came
true."” says
Dlsen, and yet
again there was
a happy ending.
Erik Gundersen, a rider Olzen
had fashioned into a World
Champion, won his third fitle,
aqualling Ola’s own record, on
the Vojens track.

What a night for Erik, for Ole and Danish
speedway. Vojens was now fully recognised as
one of the world's premier speedway venues,

M

Endelig havde Olsen fundet en god partner til Par
Finalen, nemlig Hans Nielsen. Men det regnede
hele dagen, og efter flere udsasttelser, blev det
besluttet at aflyse lebet indtil naeste formiddag.”

Viejret blev bedre og lobet fandt sted og det hele
sluttede zom et eventyr med Ole Olsen og Hans
Mielsen overst pa sejrsskamlen.

Vojens voksede og voksede. Den er altid blevet
omtalt som en af verdans mest sikre baner, hvilket
blev yderligere bestyrket, da Olsen installerede et

helt nyt lysanizag.

| 1953 blev VM Hold
z Finalen afholdt pa
j . Wojens for farste gang
og endnu angang bley
?I det en sejr til Danmark,
|' der genvandt titlen som
f ellers bley tabt til LISA
I| forrige ar.
| Igen i 1986 blev VM Hold
Finalen afholdt pa Vojans,
og Danmark
triumferede.
—_ & 119881k Vojens
= anerkandelsen
fra FIM til at
kunme afholde
selveste VM
Finalan i
Indivicuel
Speedway
farste gang
nogensinde
pa dansk
grund.

"Endnu en

drom gik | opfyldelse,”
sagde Olsen, og endnu

engang var der en god slutning,

Erik Gundersean, en korer som
Oizen formede til en
Verdensmester, vandt sin tredja YW
tital her pa Vojens o samtidig
udlignedes Qles egen individuelie
VM rekord.
Sikke en aften for Erik, Ole og dansk
speadway. Viojens var nu fuldt accepteret som en
af verdens bedste speedway baner.



The Word Final
returned to Vojens
in 1984 and again
it was a history-
making
oooaskon. This
was the kast
one-day World
Final to be
staged before
spesdway's
World
Championship took on a
Grand Prix format.

Mo Danish winner this time, with Sweden's Tony
Rickardsson taking the honours.,

For the past four years Volens has been the home
of the Danish Grand Prix and, as usual, has set high
standards In presentation and racing conditions.,

And, adds Olsen, faciites at Vojens will continue 1o
improve: “There is the grandstand, we have
extended the pits, We have a mini-frack for the
Blcc bikes and the Danish riders of the futura,
Every year we do something new."”

Oisan knows that Vojens must keep pace with the
svar-incraasing damnd for batter and bethar
facilities at the major speedway stadiums,
especially now that the Grand Prix series is going
o get bigger and bigger.

He says: "Vojens is famous throughout the
speedway world and we want 1o ensure that it
stays al the forefront as speedway is shown to
more and more countries round the world on
television.

"These are exciting times for speedway.”

And for Vojens, of course. Here's o the next 25
years!

Phil Rising
Speedway Star
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WM Finalen kom igen
litbage tl Vojens |
1994, og denne gang
var det en historisk
beglvenhed. Det var
nemlig den sidste one-
day VM Finale, der
blev afvikiet for
spesdway
vardensmasterskabet
startede pa den nye
Grand Prix formel.
Ingen dansk vinder
denne gang, da Sveriges
Tony Rickardsson vandt guld. De sidste 4 &r har
Vojens Specdway Center vazret banen, hvorpd den
danske Grand Prix Finale er blevet afviklet, og
zom sadvanlig or der blevet sal hoje standarder |
savel forberedelser og baneforhold, Og Olsen
tifojer: "Faciliteterne pa Vojens vil fortsal blive
forbedret og opdateret, Der er tilfejet tribune og vi
har udvidet og udbygget nyttergarden. Vi har en
minibane for 80ce og Microkararne, Som er
Danmarks fremitid. Hvert ar prover vi at lave nye
tiltag og forbedringer.”

Oie Disen ved, at Vojens er nedt il at folge med pa
de altid ogede krav til forbedringer og for bedre og
bedra faciliteter pa stomre speadway stadions,
speaclelt nu hwor Grand Prix seren hvert eneste ar
bliver stome og sterre, Han siger: "Vojens er
beramt ud over hale speedway verdenen, og vi
onsker at sikre, at den fortsat horer til ot af de
ferende speedway stadions og derved bliver tildelt
store VM stawvner, som transmitteres af flere og
flere landes tv-stationer. - Dette er meget
spandende tider for speedway” Og for Vojans,
selviolgelg. 54 held og Ivkke de neeste 25 arl

Phil Rizing
Speadway Star




